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T a SPECIAL MEETING of the COMMITTEE of the 
BIRMINGHAM BRITISH and FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY, held at the Public Office, Birmingham, June 2nd, 1841, 
JAMES BAKER, Esq. in the chair, 
the following resolutions were adopted :— 

I.—That this Committee are desirous of again declaring their adherence 
to the principles on which the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society 
is founded, and their determination to pursue their paramount object— 
the universal extinction of slavery and the slave-trade—by all moral and 
religious means. 

11.—That, under the strong conviction that free labour is cheaper than 
slave labour, and that of all slave-labour that is the dearest which is 
maintained by the importation of slaves, this Committee, after full con- 
sideration of the question, are of opinion that the pro reduction of 
the duty on foreign sugars cannot tend permanently to increase the slave- 
trade of Cuba and the Brazils. That this opinion is founded on the follow- 

of 12s. the cwt. is pro 


ing considerations :— 
1.—That a differential or discriminating dut 

to be retained on the sugar of Brazi rt Cuba, which must raise its 

price in the home market to at least the average price of the sygar from 

the British possessions. 
2.—That, in some of the British possessions, sugar is produced in as fertile 

a soil as that of Cuba and the Brazils; and that, therefore, and on the 

whole, and with the discriminating duty, free and slave-labour su 

will meet in the home market under circumstances of competition, but 
with manifest advantages in favour of the former. 

3.—That this competition will tend to lower the price of sugar generally, 
which the free-labour of the British possessions can meet by a diminu- 
tion of the cost of production, while slave-labour cannot lower that cost, 
without at the same time destroying those high profits which support 
the trade in slaves. 

4.—That as the slave-trade must thus be abandoned by Brazil and Cuba, 
as the result of the competition, and the breeding system be resorted to, 
ample scope will therefore be afforded for the development of all the 
resources of free-labour, the effect of which must be to place the slave 
grown sugar under such disadvantages, that, without a monopoly, it will 
no longer find a market in this country. ; 

I1I.—That, as an anti-slavery body, this Committee do not feel called 
on to pronounce an opinion on measures of general commercial polity, 
or as they may bear on slavery and theJslave-trade ; and, being of the 
decided opinion that the great support of slavery is monopoly, whether 
arising from intentional Jaws or from accidental circumstances, the Com- 
mittee rejoice in the approach to the principle of free-trade which her 
— ministers have made in the proposed reduction of duties on 
coffee and other articles as well as sugar ; nevertheless, being of opinion 
that fiscal regulations may be made conducive to the more rapid progress 
of that process by which slavery and the slave-trade will be destroyed, 
this Committee would be unwilling at present to admit the sugar of slave 
states at a lower differential duty than has been named; but they would 
approve of its reduction, whenever such slave states shall be prepared to 
meet the government of Great Britain with specific and effectual measures 
for the su ion of thé slave-trade and the abolition of slavery. 

IV.—That, with these views, this Committee are not prepared to uphold 
the judgment need by the Convention, viz., “ that the British 
government wee ain no account to allow of the introduction of slave 
grown sugar into the British market.” ‘ ; 
ist.—Because it implies the cessation of commercial intercourse with 

Brazil and Cuba, and probably with other states where slavery exists. 
2nd.— Because, in the absence of commercial intercourse, and of friendly 

relations with those states, Great Britain would be deprived of that 

moral influence over them, and of the means of urging those prudential, 
economical, and political considerations, and those motives of humanity, 
which might otherwise be most effectual for the abolition of the slave- 
trade and slavery. , . 
V.—That this Committee deem it unn to notice the argument 
es the sed admission of fo sugars which is put forward by 
colonial interest, further than to o @, that they cannot perceive 
any valid objection to such admission, as it respects the employment, the 
happiness, and the interest of the labouring population of the colonies ; 
and that against these they cannot admit any ctions to be entitled to 
the smallest consideration, in favour of those who have received twenty 








it; the present condition of the slave-population ; the external and internal 
Slave-trade; and the proceedings in Great Britain and India relative 
thereto. 


This Pamplet contains a collection of facts proving the existence of the 
evil to an enormous excess in India.—East Indian Telegraph. 








*,* A Single Copy, price One Shilling, may be obtained of any Book- 
seller. Six Copies and upwards, for distribution, may be had at the 
Society’s Office, at Ninepence each. 


WARD AND CO., PATERNOSTER ROW. 








CORRESPONDENCE OF THE AMERICAN & FOREIGN 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY WITH LORD PALMERSTON. 


We have already directed the attention of our readers to the 
infamous disclosures arising out of the case of the Amistad, in re- 
lation to the open manner in which the slave-trade is conducted 
in the island of Cuba. The facts have struck with great force the 
friends of abolition in the United States; and the executive com~ 
mittee of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society have 
addressed to Lord Palmerston a communication on the subject, 
which cannot but have a salutary influence. A copy of it having 
been forwarded to us, we insert it below. 


To the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Palmerston, &c., &c. 


The executive committee of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, although citizens of another country, feel emboldened by the 
consciousness of acting on behalf of the interests of our common humanity, 
to address a few suggestions to your lordship, with respect to some de- 
velopments which were made in the progress of the late trial respecting 
the schooner Amistad. ; . 
The case of the unfortunate Africans who were taken in that vessel has 
heretofore arrested the attention of your lordship, and has been made the 
subject of repeated representations to the government of Spain. The 
happy issue of the late trial before the supreme court of the United States, 
by the liberation of the Africans unconditionally, has removed all ground 
of apprehension with respect to their individual safety. , : 
ey are now in the actual enjoyment of complete personal freedom in 
the state of Connecticut, and the hope is fondly cherished that it may yet 
be found practicable to procure their safe return to Mendi,' the land from 
which they were stolen, in the interior of Africa. : 
Should ‘need require, and should it be in the power of her Britannic 
Majesty’s government to render any aids or facilities to so humane an 
enterprise as, tbe restoration of these people to their native homes, we 
doubt not such aid will be freely rendered, so far as is consistent with 
other and paramount duties. : 
It is the object, however, of the present communication, more par- 
ticularly to call the attention of the British government to the facts dis- 
closed in this case, showing the state of the traffic in slaves in the island of 
Cuba. - : ee 
These Africans were brought to the Havana in the month of June, 


1839, were placed in a baracoon near the city, were mrt Aria 
on in- 
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a he omg they were ——, _— bee ani ; 
under a cus ouse permit, si y the governor, r t ie 
were “ladinos” and fad Speak names, although it was pars eas Se 
spection that they were new negros, and bore only African names; and, — : 
for additional security against British cruizers, they were accompanied d bya 

rt certificate that “7 were passengers on account of the government 
it —— og _ ed _ - they hier recogunt 3 | : 
shoul as being liberated by the mix . ee 

When they were brought into the United States, although Ruiz stated 
publicly that they were Africans, they were claimed as slaves by. the 
representatives of the government of Spain, with the most persevering 
earnestness, as the published correspondence will show ; while Ruiz ai 
Montez, instead of being discountenanced as criminals against the lay of 
God and man, had their claims most warmly espoused by both the ministers — 
of Spain, ae were treated in all respects as if they were the most 

eritorious of subjects. ROR aie a A 
“in addition, we would call your lordship’s attention to the statem 
M. Vega, her Catholic ge ose Vice C at Boston, a copy of 
euatitek alee the seal of the United States’ Court, is tran 
witb, and in which this public fanctionary of u 

















millions of compensation + By order, ‘ . 
”* “WILLIAM MORGAN, Secretary, 
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not all. They not only lowered the stan 
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against the slave-trade, ny wer the holding of the victims of that trade 
in slavery, or selling hand to , and transferring them from 
place to place as lawful slaves. 
_ How far the Spanish government is to be considered as responsible for 
this declaration of one of its officers, or whether such a document will be 
considered o8 requifing any notice on the part of her Britannic Majesty, 












































_ +this committee have no right to judge. Their duty to humanity will have 


been fully discharged by placing at your lordship’s disposal a duly 


authenticated copy of the declaration of M. Vega, which makes a part of 


the records of our courts, and although not formally sanctioned by the 
formalities of an oath, was, through the laxity of Admiralty proceedings, 
admitted to the same reception as if duly sanctioned. 

Your lordship will not charge us with any want of delicacy in thus 
obtruding ourselves upon the notice of a foreign government, or with any 
improper interference in any negociations which may be pending between 
the United States and Great Britain ; but will justly ascribe this communi- 
cation to its true motive, in a desire to further the general interests of 
justice and humanity, in which all men of all nations are equully concerned. 

We have tLe honor to be, with great respect, your lordship’s obedient 
humble servants, (Signed) 

Artnur Tappay, Chairman, | S. W. Beyepict. 
Joun Leavitt. Tomas S. Waicur. 
Simeon 8. Jocetyy, La Roy Sunpertanp. 
Lewis Tappan, Wiruam Cuvrcnu. 

New York, April 14th, 1841. 

STATEMENT OF THE SPANISH CONSUL AT BOSTON. 

The following statement was made to me by A. G. Vega, Esq. 
Spanish Consul, as near as I can now recollect, and according to my best 
knowledge and belief, 

10th January, 1841. W. S. Horasrrp. 

That he is a Spanish subject, that he resided in the island of Cuba 
several years, that he knows the laws of that island on the subject of 
slavery. That there was no law that was considered in force in the island 
ef Cuba that prohibited the bringing in African slaves—that the court of 
mixed commission had no jurisdiction except in cases of capture on sea: 
that newly imported African negros were constantly brought to the island, 
and after landing were bond fide transferred from one owner to another, 
without any interference by the local authorities or the mixed commission, 
and were held by the owners and recognized as lawful property. That 
slavery was recognized in Cuba by all the laws that were considered in 
force there. That the native language of the slaves was kept up on some 
plantations for years, 

That the baracoons are public markets where all descriptions of slaves 
are sold and bought. That the papers of the Amistad are genuine, and are 
in the usual form. 

District of Connecticut, P 
District Clerk’s Office. April 3rd, 1841. 
The foregoing is a true copy of the original now on file in this office. 
Attested, ~ 
Cuartes A. Incersott. 





EMANCIPATION IN FRANCE, 


Tue question of the abolition of slavery in the French colonies 
has arrived at that point at which it must be settled in one way or 
another. Whether, however, the government and the chambers 
will legislate upon sound principles, or whether they will sanction 
a measure of doubtful expediency, cannot at present be accu- 
rately ascertained. : 

In this country, the emancipation of the slaves-in the 


colonies was an affair of the people. They felt as men, as philan- | SP® 


ists, and as christians, that to hold their fellow-men in 
was an outrage upon the rights of human nature, and 
a violation of the laws of God; and therefore they demanded 
their immediate and entire liberation from slavery. They were 


_ governed by principle. The ministry of the day took advantage 


of the generous usiasm of the people, and of the confidence they 


placed in them, and substituted a system of apprenticeship for 
emancipation. They were octnee g by a Pg sn Aha 
In this way the government of Earl Grey set a pernicious example 
to the statesmen of other countries holding slaves. But this was 

dard of duty by refusing to 
acknowledge the just claims of the slaves to their cvimplete free- 


dom ; but they made the people of this country pay, as the price 


of their liberty, the enormous sum of twenty millions of pounds 


How injurious the operation of this act of theirs has 


the emancipation of slaves in various parts of the 


to 
_ ‘world, has now become obvious. Pay us, say the slave-holders 
of the United States, the value of our human stock, and we 
_ will liberate them. Give us twelve hundred millions of dollars, 
and they shall be free! And France has to 
same evil at the present time. The question of indemnity to 


le with the 


: rather than emancipation to the slave, is that 
‘most engages the attention of the statesmen of France, 
pla: demand compensation. The ehambersare unwilling 


» it, and, in the meantime, the poor slave groans under the 
e yoke of 





nae ab! . Various schemes have been pro- 
- posed to meet the difficulty, all of which are attended with the 


most serious inconveniences to the slave, and some of which would 
e flagr pe ort dae to him, inasmuch as they are based on the 


° ~purcnase. ; 
> it is the government and the chambers, not the peo- 
decide the  apecge of emancipation ; and, from the 
. we have had in our own country, we fear that we can 
OF a) measure from them. In the government 


| overboard, has 


all things to free their country from the guilt and reproach of so 
foul a system of slavery as that which exists in her colonies, 
In France, as well as in England, the planters and their friends 
are found everywhere. They are a compact and wealthy body. 
They have their paid delegates in Paris, and in the chamber of 
deputies, Even such men as Dupin and Mauguin hesitate not to 
advocate their cause, and to debase their splendid talents in oppos- 
ing the emancipation of the slaves for the gold which they receive ; 
and the public press feels their paralyzing influence also. Nota 
few have been bribed to silence, when they could not be purchased 
to advocate the cause of oppression. How far the marine or 
colonial department of the French government may have been 
tempted in the same way, it would be difficult to say ; but it is 
uite clear, that the greatest obstacle to emancipation in the 
a endencies of France will be found to exist there. 

We have been led to these remarks by looking over a consider- 
able number of French works on slavery, and on its abolition in the 
French colonies, which have been issued within the last few years. 
Among these, perhaps, the two volumes printed by order of M. 
L’Amiral Duperré, the head of the Marine and Colonial depart- 
ment, are likely to have the greatest effect, inasmuch as they are 
said to have been compiled with religious care and fidelity, from 
the offic'-! documents which, from the year 1831 to 1840, have 
been pri:.ced by order of the house of commons. The first of 
these volumes was published in 1840, and is entitled “ Précis de 
Pabolition de l’ Esclavage dans les Colonies Anglaises.” The second 
has been issued this year, bearing the same title, and is, in point of 
fact, a continuation. They exhibit great labour and skill in their 
arrangement ; and, but for a certain bias unfavourable to the 
immediate emancipation, every where visible, they must be spoken 
of with much commendation, as bringing within the compass of 
two octavo volumes of 773 pages, the information scattered 
throughout fifteen folio volumes of 7256 pages. In an introduc- 
tory chapter, the editor takes a rapid survey of all the dis- 
cussions on slavery which have engaged the attention of the 
house of commons from the year 1807, when the slave-trade 
was abolished, until 1833, when the system of apprenticeship was 
substituted for slavery ; and, whilst he careliilty notes the re- 
marks of Messrs. Wilberforce and Buxton in favour of the 

ual emancipation of the slaves, he does not give the slightest 
intimation of the change which took place in their sentiments in 
1831, when they both became the advocates of the immediate and 
entire abolition of slavery in the Bri colonies. The book is 
then divided inta three parts. The first contains the act for the 
abolition of slavery, and selections from the despatches of the 
colonial secretaries of this country to the governors of colonies, 
as to the mode in which they expected the act should be carried 
into effect, to entitle the planters to receive the amount of com- 
ensation awarded to them by parliament. In those extracts 

m the despatches we notice some important omissions, especially 
one, in which Lord Stanley leaves it to the option of the colonial 
legislatures to substitute a system of complete freedom for that of 
the apprenticeship. This material point is overlooked, either from 
inattention or design. The seco por gives a short view of the 
measures adopted in the several colonies for carrying the act of 
the imperial legislatnre into effect, with extracts from the de- 
tches of the governors of those colonies to the colonial secre- 
tary. The third part contains the principal acts of the colonial 
legislatures supplementary to the act for the abolition of slavery, 
for the prevention of vagrancy, &c. &c. The second volume 
follows the same order in the arrangement of subjects, and is 

receded by an “ Exposé général de la marche et des effets de 
emancipation,” from 1792 to 1839, the first year of complete 


om. 
As it would be quite impossible to examine the contents of these 
volumes as we could wish, and as their mmpervanee demands, in the 
short space allowed us in this number of the Reporter, we shall 
return to it in succeeding numbers, for the purpose of supplying its 
omissions, correcting some of its inferences, and of presenting to 
our French friends a more just view of the whole question, espe- 
cially as we find that these volumes have been put into the hands 
of the chambers of peers and deputies. 

In calling attention to these volumes in particular, we have not 
overlooked the tt service rendered to the cause of abolition, b 
the excellent hlications which have been circulated by the Frenc 
Society for the abolition Berets nor the admirable reports of 
M. M. Remusat and De Tocqueville, in both which the necessity 
of rea pe aa is so forcibly and clearly demonstrated. We have 
selected them for remark, principally because an official character 
has been given to them, and an impression designed to be made by 
them different from that we desire should prevail among those 
with whom is | the power to perform a great act of justice 
toa opp race, and of advancing the honoyr nik influ- 
ence of France thereby. . 





Stavery Frurtrut.—The New Orleans Bee informs us that a 
mulatto boy, having stolen some money from his master, was detected, 
and threatened with a severe flogging. But on the evening of the 4th 
ultimo, while his master was asleep in his berth on board the steam-boat, 
the boy went to the state room, and with lice. butcher knife, stabbed 
his master twice in the throat. It is considered that he will not recover. 
Alarm being given, the boy proceeded to the bow of the boat, and jumped 
not since been heard of. We hope he has x 





unburt, and will of the deed of murder; but it is rather probable 
ier 4 bia Ababa. a Thus much for slavery. So she + de ta tomash 
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June 16, 1841. 








SWEDEN. 


Mr. G. W. Atexanper has obligingly furnished us with the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter, containing intelligence of the progress 
of the anti-slavery cause in Sweden. 

* yoni. poy od to your leaving Stockholm last year, the friends 
who agreed to form an anti-slavery committee had several meetings, 
in conjunction with others considered favourable to the cause, 
and rules for the Swedish Anti-slavery Society were framed, after 
the model of those of your own society. Several persons, princi- 
pally members of the diet, became members ; but the only step 
which, under present circumstances, could be taken, was the moving 
at the diet an address to His Majesty on the subject. This was 
done in the clerical house by Professer Geyer, the distinguished 
Swedish historian, and in the burghers’ house by his brother. 
These motions were referred to the proper committee, and returned 
to all the four houses with a favourable report ; and, ere my depar- 
ture from Stockholm in the beginning of | this month, that report 
had been considered in two of the houses, viz., in the clerical and 
peasants’, or boor’s, the decision of each being in unison with the 
original motions. The concurrence of one of the remaining two 
houses is yet necessary, but may, I think, be confidently expected ; 
and the result will be, an address from the Swedish representation, 
requesting His Majesty to obtain information regarding the actual 
number and condition of the slaves in St. Bartholomew’s and what 

can be done to put a perpetual end to slavery there. 

“Your address to the people of Sweden, somewhat widely circu- 
lated in its separate form, was placed in the hands of every mem- 
ber of the diet, simultaneously with the report of the committee ; 
and though we can scarcely expect any immediate measure, yet 
there is reason to hope that the next meeting of the diet will be 
th cpg to take some decisive steps, particularly as the present 

ecision of the diet, brings the matter publicly forward, and en- 
courages the efforts of those who are desirous of spreading infor- 
ation on this important question. 

“It is, E believe, correctly ascertained, that the number of slaves 
in the Swedish island of St. Bartholomew is 600, and the holders 
of these slaves are hoping to receive compensation, according to 
the English precedent.’ 





BRAZIL. 


WE are permitted to make public the following extracts of letters 
of very recent date, from a gentleman at Riode Janeiro. The 
statements respecting the treatment of the slaves at Gongo Soco 
are doubly painful, in conjunction with the recent declarations of 
the directors of the Imperial Brazilian Mining Association. But, 
where neither law nor watt have any force, what is the obli- 
gation of truth? 

- “observed in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, that the punish- 
ment of women by the iron petticoat is denied by the Gongo 
Soco Company. I therefore made special inquiry about it ; and I 
heard from some miners who have just arrived in Rio on their 
way to Cornwall, that this is not an uncommon mode of punish- 
ment. They describe the petticoat as being formed of three 
horizontal hoops, rivetted to upright pieces of iron, which kee 
them in a horizontal position ; the upper hoop, or belt, is strapped 
round tbe waist, and are attached to it. Two women have 
been seen lashed together, each with such a petticoat on. The 
individuals thus attired are obliged to work at their several occu- 
pations. 

“The white men have not an entire knowledge of what passes 
on the surface, their principal occupation being under ground. 
Yet I was informed by one that he saw a woman flogged : she 
was lashed to a ladder, and whipped on the back. He added that 
the palmatoria is constantly used, and this is a dreadful punish- 
ment.. , 

“ The tracts for circulation are altogether 9,200. I have had 
work for mind and body in soreenins the letters, and delivering 
them. As pamphlets are easily lost or worn out, I have thought 
it best to order two hundred sets to be neatly bound. These I 
— to deliver to presidents, judges, and titled members of 
per lament (deputados). I have one most richly bound for the 

mperor, whom I trust it will reach. 

* There is no hope that the government of this country will 
ever, in reality, abolish the slave-trade. They under-handedly 
connive at it, and each member of it receives his fees, as regularly 
as if the trade was lawful. Within the last few days one hundred 
and thirty new slaves were taken in canoes in this bay,and deposited 
in the arsenal. This duty is openly permitted, and the executive 
attend to it, lest their share of the bribe should be lost; they 
having no faith in the saying, ‘ there is honesty amongst thieves.’ 
The government ordered the procurador da justicia and a com- 
mittee to inspect them, and to report whether the captured slaves 
‘were new negros. The committee appointed were principally, if 
not all, the very owners of the unhappy beings. They were 
reported Jadinos, of Africans long since imported and trained, and 
they were, in consequence given up to their respective proprietors! 

“TI am happy to say that, in consequence of eed g one of 
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vous of deputados and other political men, and I have great hopes 
that he ae acquaintance.” r 
“T regret to state that the is changed. The present is 


altogether a pro-slavery i m, ‘hey have already un- 
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ee = that their aay ye ~~“ piousp ic ogi nwsesse in 
order to put a stop to the trade, in the open and daring manner in 
which it is carried on. Our government should be Fr ary in 
making a new treaty with Brazil. Nay, should not pert 
mance of the old be insisted on, by the delivery to the 
authorities of all the contraband negros landed here since its date, 
many of whom are in possession of the Brazilian authorities as 
their own undisputed property? The change of ministry has 

iven great offence to the most numerous and best portion of the 

razilian community ; but the Portuguese party, who are now 
in power, have the weight of wealth, and, it is currently reported, 
has used its influence on the present occasion in the way of bribe. 
Several officers under the recent administration have tendered 
their resignations to the present.” 





CUBA. 
Tne state of this island is depicted in an interesting manner, in 
the following extract of a letter from Havana, given in a late 


number of E/ Constitucional, a paper published at Barcelona. 
Havana, April 14th, 1841. 


alarming. Such is the pre-disposition of the country to fear, that 
every body has been startled with the rumour that Spain had set 
on foot negociaiions with England for the liberation of the slaves. 
The anxiety was calmed, because the report wanted foundation. 
We are assured, on the contrary, that the government has refused 
the demands of England. At all events, if the home government 
does not settle the Future prospects of these ssions the anxiety 
will go on increasing, and the necessary confidence for business and 
commerce will suffer serious diminution. As there are here some 
independents, who would wish to be united to the United States 
confederation, they may have had some hand in spreading this 
report ; because, should it prove true, the affections of the pro- 
prietary towards the mother country would be extinguished, and, 
in barter for the permission to exist, both Europeans and Creoles 
would go any lengths to save their lives and fortunes. Catalonia 
once united with the Sultan of Turkey in the war of succession ; 
and I believe that this people would unite with the devil in human 
form, if the government should adopt the sad course of abandoning 
us to the intrigues of Great Britain. 

“Valdes has hitherto done nothing of any importance. It 


appears certain that he intends to reinforce various points of the 


island. A few days after his arrival, Mirasol set out for Trinidad ; 


and the people were much disturbed, because it was said that he 


went to establish a line of telegraphs to Baroco, to convey intel- 


ligence to the Havana of anything that might take place in the 


eastern part of the island, since it was confidently stated that the 
were arming 30,000 men in St. Domingo, disciplined by E 
officers. However, it appeais that Mirasol has gone to Trinidad, 
merely to assist in the construction of some barracks.” 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN TUNIS. 


WE mentioned in our last the very rege, fact, that the 
Bey of Tunis had set a noble example in the liberation of his 
slaves. The Malta Times of May 15th furnishes the following 
particulars of this occurrence, highly honourable, we rejoice to 
say, to Sir Thomas Reade and his —— : 

“ Her British Majesty’s Consul General, Sir Thoms Reade, who 
is always ready to promote the cause of humanity, has for some 
time past watched the moment when he might be enabled to do 
something for the poor slave race in this regency ; and it gives 
me now great pleasure to state to the of humanity, that 
this most oo has arrived. The being who, 
most cruelly, : ; 
authority, set at his liberty, and the abominable traffic in human 
beings is altogether abolished. The details of this most humane 
action are as follows. _ ; et 

“A few days ago a poor slave came to Sir Thomas Reade, 
begging to be protected from the gruelties of his master ; this Sir 
Thomas most promptly afforded, and at the same time thought 
this to be the very moment when something might be done for t 
negro race. Accordingly, the following morning he went to 
Bardo, the Bey’s residence, where a long parley took place 





Reade so successfully advocated the abolition of slavery, that the 
Bey at once consented to give liberty to all his own slaves, to put 
a stop to the importation and exportation of them, and to get all 
his subjects in his : 
be remarked, is no trifle; as the property in slaves is 
great, and consequently the abolition of slavery will be felt 
severely by many. Let ‘Christians read this, be astonished, and 
wonder at the noble actions of a Moslem prince !” 





FELLOWSHIP WITH SLAVE-HOLDERS. ‘ 
Tue Northern Association of Baptist Churches, held at North 
Shields on Whit Monday and Tuesday last, adopted the following rese- 
lation, viz.: — i 


very, and of the conduct of such churches as admit or retain pe 
geet ‘membership holding property in slaves; and that we ea: 
recommend all our churches to carry out the spirit of this res 
the strongést manner possible, by refusing all church commy 
such persons. ee: 
(Signed) 





| 


“ Joun Carrick, Moder 


“The news which has been current for some days is very ~ 
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been a degraded slave, is now, by the local . 


between him and His Highness the Bey, in which Sir Thomas. 


ney to follow his example. This, may it — 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. | 
Birmingham resolutions, as requested. 
end Donations to the Srieh nd Foreign Anti-Slavery 


may be forwarded to the Treasurer (G. W. Alexander, Esq.) 
at the Bociety's Office, 27, New Broad Street, . gf binky 


Communications for the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter also should 
be sent to the Office of the Society, as above. 


‘Anti-Slavery Reporter. 


LONDON, June 16ru. 























We promised in our last some remarks on the proceedings—not & 
little remarkable certainly—at the late meeting of the Imperial 
Brazilian Mining Association ; and we now proceed to redeem 
our promise. Apart from the report of the directors, which we 
have a better opportunity of noticing when it is printed, the 

case of the company was set forth by Mr. Goldsmid, himself one 
of the directors, and, according to his own account, a prominent 
~y in originating the concern, We shall be justified, there- 
ore, in selecting the speech of this gentleman, as reported in our 

_ lagt paper, for specific animad version. 

Mr. Goldsmid’s reply to Mr. Thomas is characterised by a 
great effort at plausibility. He tells us in the outset that he is 
eminently humane ; and asserts that he would give “ten times” 
the value of his shares (which, however, is only £400) “to 
induce the Brazilians to emancipate their slaves.” Verily, Mr. 
Goldsmid is a most amiable man, and singularly persuasive 
withal. But what has he to say to the matter in hand—to the 
question, why is he a slave-holder? 

Now let the public know, that, if they have supposed that Mr. 
Goldsmid has bought slaves, and worked them as cattle in the gold 
mines of Brazil, for the sake of jprofit, they have done hima 
grievous injury. Really it is no such thing. It has been alto- 
gether “for the performance of a great work,” a work of bene- 
volence, “‘a great moral good.” He meant to set “an example of 
good conduct in the management of slaves” to the admiring and 
tractable Brazilians ; and he implores “ the humane gentlemen” 
who have stirred in this matter, not to take away from the won- 
dering neighbourhood so attractive and improving a spectacle as 
the ongo slave establishment. ‘‘ What hope can there be ever 
after,” he asks, in an agony of compassion, “ of inducing the 
Brazilians” to be sweet and gentle task masters? Alas! courteous 
reader, none, evidently none! Oh! ’twas a cruel thing to con- 

ire for the removal of so “ bright an example” from the eyes of 

razilian slave-holders ! 

It seems never to have occurred to this innocent gentleman, how- 
ever, that, if an example of well treating slaves was so very useful 
in Brazil, an example of setting them free would be still more so. 
He has not suggested to his brother directors, that, if their treat- 
ment of their slaves affords a salutary example care not now 
to deny it) to worse masters, the fact of their holding and workin 
slaves gives a powerful sanction to the system of slavery itself, with 
all its atrocities. Mr. Goldsmid professes his desire to induce the 
Brazilians to emancipate their slaves, and yet he himself holds 
slaves in the midst of them! He sets them the example of slave- 
holding, and does what in him lies to sanction and perpetuate the 
system. If there were any truth at all in the pretence thus set 
up, it should have led the company to refuse the labour of slaves, 
and to work their mines by freemen. Such an example at Gongo 


- Soco might have been useful to Brazilians, and would, at all events, 


have been worthy of Englishmen. 

Werun no hazard, however, in saying that there is no truth 
whatever in Mr, Goldsmid's representation. Mining companies, 
like all other nar ann Ssosiatione, are formed, not for i 
but for profit. Wes 


> 


1 be living, not in England, but in Utopia, 


- when money by millions is expended upon gold mines, for the 


pure and bl purpose of teaching hard-hearted slave-masters 
to be compassionate. The world a little too much know- 
ledge of human nature to be cajoled by such jugglery as this, 
The truth, no doubt, is, that the Imperial Brazilian Mining 
Association buy and hire slaves, because they think it the most 


- Juerative way of carrying on the speculation ; and that their 


-intention in adopting this course was no more to induce by 
example the emancipation of the slaves in Brazil, than it is at the 
Sage time their intention to make a voyage to the moon, How 
‘Mr. Goldsmid preserved his gravity while asserting such a mani- 
fest fals , and how the shareholders generally refrained from 
: gg 8 his face, is to us inexplicable, 2 

. Goldsmid should think that we are rather uncere- 
monious with him, we shall quote an expression of his own, 
which fully discloses the truth of the case. ‘ You have one of 
two courses to pursue,” said he. “ Either to emancipate your 
slaves, and, in consequence, to excite dissatisfaction and disgust in 
the minds of those around.” We break off here, because this is the 
idea we want. Here is Mr. Goldsmid’s own confession, that one 
reason at least why the company hold slaves, is, that their thus 

izing with the general method of the country is most 


_ ‘@eceptable to their Brazilian neighbours. To seem adverse to 


‘would “create dissatisfaction and disgust.” So much for 

to seta “bright example!” The design of the company 
her been to be as bad as their ——— lest. their supe- 
should reprove the unrestrained abominations which sur- 


_ Mr, Goldsmid professes to believe that great difficulties stand in 








the way of e in Brazil. He thinks it would be t- 
ful for a few h gpl omeery to be made free amidst a 

and a half of sla d terrifies us by the “ robability that they 
would either be ki or absorbed into the slave 9 tao ’ 
Not only is there no truth in this, but the directors themselves, 
and Mr..Goldsmid is one of them, neither believe it, nor pre- 
tend to believe it. The proof is, that they have themselves 
been proposing the emancipation of their slaves, at the rate 
of ten per annum, as a reward for good behaviour ; that they 
have arrested this process only through misconduct on the part 
of the slaves ; and that they are still pledged to emancipate the 
children at the age of twenty-one. As to the Brazilian govern- 
ment, of the movements of which Mr. Goldsmid showed himself 
profoundly ignorant, it is now notorious that they have professed 
to be taking steps towards the extinction of slavery throughout 
the empire, and that the emancipation of any number of slaves, 
whether many or few, would have becn in entire harmony with 
their avowed plans and a : 

If that which Mr. Goldsmid said is remarkable, that which he 
did not say is scarcely less so. He did not say—and therein he 
showed a laudable regard to truth—that the slaves had been 
legally or honestly acquired. They have been neither. Not 
honestly, for every one of them is robbed by the ogy mee of his 
liberty, and the just fruits of his labour ; not legally, for the pur- 
chase of every one of them is, by the British law, denounced as a 
crime. The purchaser, and every person participating in the pur- 
chase, of a slave, if a British subject, is by the laws of his 
country guilty of felony, and liable to its penalties. Every slave 
parshaab for the Imperial Brazilian Mining Association involves 
the perpetration of several felonies ; and one felonious act must, 
in every such case, have been committed by the Directors them- 
selves, inasmuch as they must have given the authority under 
which the purchase has been effected. Little doubt can exist, but 
that Mr. Goldsmid himself, as an active director of that company, 
has been a party te one or more criminal acts of this kind, render- 
ing him liable to indictment as a felon at the bar of his country. 
Nothing, probably, but the secrecy of official papers shields him, 
and his brother directors with him, from prosecution and punish- 
ment. Were but one or two letters accessible, he might soon 
stand in 4 position in which he would furnish a different illustra- 
tion of the “ bright example” of the Imperial Brazilian Mining 
Company. 

It is under such eater - evan Par mcg have 
appeared in the public papers malignant insinuations, generally as 
false as they ah Stonethar powerless, oS the persons who 
have been prominent on this occasion. e high minded gentle- 
men of the Imperial Brazilian, we suppose, think to cover their 
disgrace by this artifice! There is nothing, it appears, which can 
conciliate their good will, but a silent acquiescence in transactions 
which are felony in law, and robbery in morals. 


WE are rejoiced to find that the subject of slavery is beginning to 
engage the attention of the East India press. Ina recent num- 
ber of the Bombay Gazette we find the following deplorable pic- 
ture of its character, drawn by the editor. It deserves the serious 
attention of our readers ; and will be found fully corroborative 
of the series of papers on the same subject, which are in course of 
publication in the columns of the Reporter. 


(From the Bombay Gazette.) 

It has been long known to the Court of Directors that slavery existed to 
a frightful extent-in this part of their dominions, and that the system on 
which it is upheld is a thousand times more degrading than that which 
met with so large a portion of public reprobation in our West Indian and 
other colonies. It was known that the va!ue of a Malabar slave was lower 
than that of, the most ordinary descriptions of cattle, and that, conse- 
quently, in the eyes of an owner,{the life of an ox, a sheep, or a goat, was 
more highly prized and better taken care of, than that of a fellow-being 
inheriting the same immortal destiny as himself, and possessed of the 
usual faculties, feelings, and sympathies of human nature. The docu- 
ments in which all these important and appalling facts are fully stated 
may be superseded, in the attention of the Court, by otliers of a more 
recent date ; but it ought to be known to the people o England that they 
are in existence, and it is a duty which every friend of his species owes to 
the cause of humanity to call for their production, that the energies of a 
nation which has been ever foremost in the practice of benevolence, ma 
be directed to the extinction of one of the foulest disgraces of our Indian 
administration. The British public has yet to learn, that, in one of the 
fairest provinces of Western India alone, there are at this moment several 
hundreds of thousands of human beings liable to every description of 
suffering ; that the value placed upon the head of these wfetched beings 
is no more than, according to sex and age, from six to less than two 
shillings each. One gentleman alone in North Malabar possesses con- 
siderably upwards of a thousand, and, instead of denouncing the acquisi- 
tion of such property, government aided and encouraged both himself and 
his father in this worse than West India ownership of slaves. Will it be 
believed, that the purchase of a slave, which in Bombay would be treated 
as a crime, is, in the part of the country referred to, not only customary, 
but lawful ? e : 

We know that there is not a servant of government in the south of 
India who is not intimately acquainted with the alarming fact, that hun- 
dreds of thousands of his fellow-creatures are fettered down for life to the 
degraded destiny of slavery. We know that these unfortunate bei 
are not, as is the case in other countries, serfs of the soil, and incapable 
of being transferred at the pleasure of their owners from one estate to 
another ; no, they are daily sold like cattle from one proprietor to another, 
the husband is separated from the wife, and the parent from the child. 
They are loaded with every indignity, the utmost quantity of labour is 

exacted from them, and the most meagre fare that human nature can 





subsist upon is doled out to support them. Will it be believed that 
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government itself participates in this description of property; that it 
actually pres sreinngy ies per Papen as a tape any eact 2 3 
vators of the country, the rent of a whole family, two fanams, or half a 
rupee per annum ? These le are scattered near the village of Muthi- 
legate, .on the island of y, in Southern Malabar, and formerly 
belonged to the Dutch government; but came into our on the 
conquest of Cochin. ides these, there are a considerable number of 
other slaves in different parts of the province, from whom no revenue is 
derived, but who are considered by their employers as much their private 
property as if they had purchased them. These have come into the 
rate of the company, either by escheat or by the rebellion of their 

rmer owners, and are consequently forfeited along with the property of 
which they formed a part. 

It may be asked by some one who has not inquired into the subject, 
whether, in the improvement which has taken place in the administration 
of the country since we assumed the direction of its affairs, the situation 
of the slave part of the population has not been rendered in many res- 
pects more comfortable? This, we are sorry to say, has not been the 
case. The slave, in every respect, as to severity of labour, insufficiency 
of food and clothing, exposure to storm and sunshine, and liahility to be 
torn away from his kindred and sold to the highest bidder, continues 
the same hopeless being as before. The boasted mildness and equity of 
our administration has done nothing to alleviate an evil, which has been 
truly denominated the bitterest under the sun. The curse of West 
India slavery was nothing to that of slavery in Malabar and the adjoining 
provinces. In the former, the bitterness of the cup was not unmingled 
with a few sweets, which partly reconciled the slave population to their 
doom, They had good food, comfortable dwellings, and sufficient clothing. 
They were linwed to purchase their freedom, and many of them accumu- 
lated the wherewithal to set themselves at liberty. Let us contrast this 
picture of West India slavery with that which exists under our rule in 
this country. There is a regular allowance of food set apart for the 
slaves, which allowance is not more than half of what is necessary, for the 
comfortable subsistence of manor woman. This allowance, miserable 
as it is at the very best, is in many instances diminished to about a half, 
at. the caprice of a cruel or.an avaricious master, and it is frequently 
withdrawn altogether on those days when there is no work to be done. 
Their clothing is scanty in the extreme, even in a country in which that 
of their free fellow-countrymen is barely sufficient to protect them from 
the weather. From the supposed impurity of these miserable creatures, 
their dwellings are in most cases situated at a great distance from those 
of their more civilized fellow-creatures, in the most unhealthy and deso- 
late tracts of the district which is the scene of their degradation. They 
have no holidays whatever, but work all the year round from morning to 
night, and watch from night till morning. The labour most prejudicial 
to health, is on all occasions allotted to them, the wet lands being culti- 
veted almost exclusively by slaves. They are subjected to the lash, they 


are put into the stocks, and they are cast in chains, very often for the 


most trivial offences. They have no spot of ground to cultivate for 
themselves; and if, even out of the miserable pittance that is allowed 
them, they could save asum of money equal to the value which is put 
upon them when sold by their masters, they are prohibited from purchas- 
ing their freedom! Can anything be more monstrous, more appalling, 
than this dreadful sentence, which has been passed on so large a portion 
of our fellow-creatures ? Or is there anything which could be more pro- 
perly taken into consideration by the philanthropic portion of the British 
parliament? 


Ir will be in the recollection of our readers, that, along with the 
Africans taken in the Amistad, was a slave boy, Antonio, who 
had been long resident in Cuba. His case, of course, was to be 
decided on different — and it was intended to deliver him 
over to the Spanish government. Happily, British soil has 
afforded him a refuge, as we learn by the following extract of a 
letter from Mr. Dougall, of Montreal, dated May 12th, 1841 :— 

* The slave boy, Antonio, who belonged to the Amistad, and 
by the laws of the United States, was to have been delivered up 
to the Spanish authorities, reached Canada a few weeks ago, and 
is consequently safe from all the slave-holders and slave-hunters 
in the world. He is for the present in my employment, and 
appears to be good natured and intelligent, considering his oppor- 
tunities. : 


FELLOWSHIP WITH SLAVE-HOLDERS. 


At a meeting of the Baptist church at Thrapstone, Northampton- 
shire, held April 30th, 1841, it was resolved :—‘“‘ That, being deeply con- 
vinced of the heinousness of slavery and the slave-trade, which they re- 

rd as a flagrant violation of the rights of man, an enormous sin against 
God, a foul blot upon the Christian name, and an incalculable hindrance 
to the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, this Christian society de- 
termine to have no fellowship with those churches or individuals who hold 











(Signed) Henry Cottier, Deacon.” 
Diss, Norfotk, April 30, 1841. 
Dear S1r,—In reply to the circular of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society, received some weeks ago, I beg to forward you a 
‘copy of the resolutions on American slavery passed by the Baptist Church 
Diss, Norfolk, with the most perfect unanimity, at their church meeting, 
on 28th instant; and have the honour to be, dear Sir, your obedient 


(Signed) J. P. Lewrs. 
Resotvep I.—That, in the opinion of this church, slavery is a crime of 
the highest character, being alike opposed to the law of God and every 


' servant, 


—- of humanity and justice; that, wherever it exists within the 


ries of the christian church, it should be subject to the most de- 


‘ eided church discipline, as those who practice it are both unworthy and 


unfit for christian fellowship. 
II.—That, as this is the course we would recommend to every chris- 
tian community, so we are fully prepared to act upon it ourselves, 
being resolved to refuse commynion to any or every man who holds 

property in slaves. 
(Signed) 


J. P. Lewrs, Pastor. 
J. H. Tredgold, Esq. 3 <bean 















SLAVERY IN THE UNITED STATES. 
REMONSTRANCE. 
(Continued from page 127.) 

The support of slavery by American christians must diminish the force 
of your ex imple, and the success of efforts abroad. Let the mission- 
ary inform the heathen that his fellow christians—they who sent him forth, 
are holdiug two millions of coloured persons in servile » and de- 
priving many more of the rights of citizens, and what would think of 
the refigion of such men? They would either say it was worthless, or 
doubt their sincerity ; either the cross would appear the emblem of cruelty, 
or the men who professed to love it hypocrites. Besides the obstacles it 
offers to your direct efforts, slavery weakens the indirect influence which — 
America’s character and example should exert. Men cannot help porn d 
that its existence among a people who have only lately struggled for? 
freedom, and whose civil polity is based upon the broadest principles of 
reef is exceedingly anomalous; and w farther they chink of that 
people’s religious professions and activity, the inconsistency becomes most 
glaring. They who know little of your religion, or dislike it, aceuse it of 
tolerating — ; while many who-_understand it better, suspect the 
sincerity o P tag profession—some condemn the principles, o the ay 
men. In either case, your moral inflaence is lessened; neither nations 
nor individuals feel so deeply the force of your character and the. power of 
your appeals, as they would, if by at once removing the evil, you exhibited 
to the world a high-minded and noble consistency. 

If, moreover, the support of slavery be a grievous crime against God, as 
we assuredly believe it to be, does it not as such affect the state of the 
church, and the progress of the gospel? The church has suffered in 
former days on account of its sins, and we have no reason to sup it , 
does not now. May not the guilt of slavery often grieve the Holy Spirit ? a 
May not prayer remain unanswered, because iniquity is regarded and the a 
Saviour’s name dishonoured? We are convinced thet He who binds up the 
broken heart and sets the captive free, will never bestow his choicest 
favours on those who hold his freemen in bondage. Then, for the sake 
of o church and the souls of men, we entreat your attention to the 
subject. 

n saying that slavery is a sin against God, we would remind you, that 
we express not simply our own opinion, for the people of the whole 
British Empire regard it as such; religious societies in all its sections, 
have entered their solemn protests against it ;—Great Britain’s ministers 
of religion generally, connected with the establishment, and belonging to 
the different bodies of Dissenters, many of them in solemn convocati 
have pronounced it a grievous crime against God;—the periodical pub- 
lications of the whole realm denounce it; and delegates of the 
character, both for intellect and moral excellence, assembled from all 
of the world, have condemned it as a violation of human rights, and a dis- 
grace to religion. Now, dear brethren, we think your countrymen ought 
to pause before they pronounce all these to be mistaken; if not at once 
to act upon the opinion thus universally expressed, they ought at least to 
re-examine the subject, remembering that many of them are interested, 
and many more, in all probability, prejudiced parties. 

We confess ourselves at a loss to discover anything like a valid reason 
by which the slaveholder can defend his conduct. The good of the slave 
is out of the question. The commerce of the nation may be urged, but we 
believe that its commerce would be just as good, were the limbs and energies 
of all its members free; and supposing it otherwise, should commerce be 
bought by tyranny, and a little wealth at the expense of men’s moral feel- 
ings? The evil may be admitted, but the difficulty of removing it urged ; 
but have even American christians done all might to remove it? 
Were they to make a simultaneous and solemn determination, the thing 
would be done. It appears to us, brethren, that Lk, gear against the 
coloured population, and the self-interest of individual masters, are the 
chief motives from which the majority support this horrible system. We 
only ask, is this right ? ; 

We would earnestly hope, that the large majority of our brethren 
studying forthe ministry are the decided opponents of this unrighteous 
tyranny ;—that you are prepared, not to advocate a system of emigration, 
which, while it admits the evil, will continue it for ever ; but, to claim for 
the slave his rights, to shew the disastrous effects of bis continued bond- 
age, and to demand immediate and entire abolition. If so, we offer you 
our hearty congratulations, and we entreat you to continue and increase 
your efforts. pas again at slavery—convince yourselves more ony 
of its dreadful evils—consider the reasons why it is supported—make it” 
the subject of discussion in your colleges, and of conversation in 
social circles—spread your sentiments as widely as you can, and leave 
nothing untried that may help to remove an obstacle so serious to human 
happiness, and the triumphs of the cross. If you make this your solemn 
resolution, you will do wonders. You may be exposed to the taunts of 
the interested, and the insults of the ignorant ; you may even be accused 
of rashness by some of your best friends, but nothing great and good was 
ever achieved without such opposition ; and we have too much confidence 
in your piety and decision of character, to suppose you will shrink from 
duty because this awaits you. The abolitionists of Britain—and all Britons 
are abolitionists—are observing you with intense interest, and your efforts 
call forth their warmest applause. , 

We can hardly suppose that there are any among you who ad 
slavery, though there may be some who are unconcerned about it, and who & 
think that the decided opinions expressed by Englishmen, result from fe 
their ignorance of the circumstances. But we remind them, that a 
universally condemns slavery as a serious crime, py orga: of all cir- ee 
cumstances. And, as to these, if the testimony of faithful witnesses, of eo 
every class of society and shade of opinion, be worthy of credence, and = 
if the laws, both of individual states and of the general government, give 
anything like a correct view of the facts of the case, we cannot be much ~ 
mistaken. . te 

If, dear brethren, you have doubts on the subject, if you have not given 
it a thorough and impartial investigation, we beseech you, for the honow: 
of your nation, for the Late ray, fet your churches, for the success of your 
own labours ; in the name of ist, and for the sake of his cause,todo 
it now. If slavery be a crime, it is a grievous one ;—if an evil sere 
is a greatone. It is possible to decide, and the vast important Sy) 
question, it your duty to decide at once. Consider the po 
possess at present, and what will be in your hands a few years her 
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y for divine direction, in- 
‘decision ; should that be that slavery 
God assures us at once that you will at 
jo of trath and love guide your 

ar and Universities generally, or even 
the ministry, to become abolitionists, decided in 
effort, no opposition of self-interested slavehold- 
kilful politicians, could resist you long; we are 


n have to congratulate you as the deliverers of 
disgraceful 


our n 4 e of slavery. 
" Itis impossible in this brief epistle to say all we wish. We have attempted 
Tengthened argument, but ray to st a few of the evils of the 
system, sad to express our own feslings sentiments respecting it. 
We have taken the liberty of addressing you freely, because we feel 
as brethren, a3 with us the servants of Christ, and soon to 


ge todly who a to the world. We regard as those 
a 


with whom we hope here to co-operate in every holy end noble enter- 
prise ; in su g and directing the great institutions of our kindred 


countries, and in devising and executing other schemes, for the universal 
reign of Christ and the salvation of the world. We hope to enjoy a 
Closer union of sentiment, affection and effort, and are earnestly desirous 
that neither you nor ourselves should countenance anything that would 
impede the triumphs of that cause to which we are equally pledged. We 
Ihave therefore spoken freely and faithfally, but we trust kindly. Receive 
what we have said in the same spirit, respect oar motives, and believe that 
‘we are your affectionate brethren im Christ. 


UNIVERSITIES. 
SIG NED :— 
William G. Blakie, A.M. on behalf of the Theological Students of Aberdeen 
University. 
George Mackay as Sin . : St. Andrews University. 


THEOLOGICAL COLLEGES. 


Henry Lings on behalf of the students ¢ ‘Airedale College, Yorkshire. 
John Ficgkes * il ae” Blackburn College, Lancashire. 
iel Ace - « «  « Brecon College, South Wales. 
Mortimer Stephens - Bristol Baptist College. 
nas Thomas - « . « Carmarthen College, South Wales. 
Harford Jones. . « #« Cheshunt College, Hertfordshire. 
Joseph Smedmore .  . ~~ Coward College, London. 
Alexender Bell . Dublin Theological Academy. 
‘Thomas Byerley Sainsbury . . Eastern Academy, Norfolk. 
William Reid . . «. + +~ + ##Glasgow Theological Academy. 
Jemes Andrews . . « + Hackney College, London. 
| Highbury College, London. 
Joshua Clarkson i -  « Homerton , London. 
i Horton — radford, Yorkshire. 
J.G. Pike . ‘ - + Loughborough Academy, Leices- 
tershire. 
Masbro College, Rotherham. 
Frederick M.Holmes . . ~~ Newport Pagnel College, Bucks. 
William Thomas . . . Po College, South Wales. 
John S.Giffen,A.B. . . ~ Relief Theological Hall, Scotland. 
Eustace onc . Spring Hill College, Birmingham. 
Joseph A. Baynes - « » Stepney College, London. 
Joseph Davenport Elliot. . = Western Academy, Exeter. 





SLAVERY IN BRITISH INDIA. 


« (Continued from page 127.) 
The official” information laid before government, previously to 183.3, 
determined the ministry of Earl Grey to grapple with the evil, and, on 
 the-renewal of the company’s charter, to fix the period, beyond which its 
existence should not be prolonged in British India. 

In ity with this determination, a clause was introduced into the 
East India Charter Bill, as follows, viz.—‘‘ And whereas it is expedient 
that should cease in the said territories, as soon as sufficient time 
Sed-clapeed tor: such provisions, as the change of the condition of 
the numerous class therein, now in a state of slavery may 

- gppear to require; be it therefore enacted, that all rights over any persons, 
by of such persons being in a state of slavery, shall cease through- 
_ gut the said territories, on the TWELFTH DAY OF APRIL, ONE THOUSAND 
‘QI@GHT HUNDRED AND THIRTY seven: provided always, that it shall be 
Jawful for the governor general in council, to make laws or regulations for 
e extinction of slavery, either entirely or in part, previousty to the 
‘twelfth of April, one thousand eight hundred and thi ven, 
the said territories, or any part of them.” The bill was 
into the House of Commons on the 28th of June, 1833, ae gap 
he necessary arrangements in ia, to 
, en oe een of its servile population, 
ng it not be accomplished within a shorter period. 
of the main provisions of the India bill, transmitted to 
; of ‘he East India Company, Mr Grant thus referred to the 
re :—** As to the natives, besides placing them on a level with the 
ish in point of lands, there are two enactments, First, No person, 
ler foe born i. India, is to be sane ov gp here merely 
his religion, birth-right, descent, ar colour. ; i 
. specified period, to be abolished.” The answer of the towt ol 
to this official communication was as follows:—‘ Any plan 
ay be i to improve the condition of the natives, by abo- 
ry, without doing violence to the feelings of caste, or the 
pope! co. 


raed 
pllcsion 5 wl 


hos- 
‘at the of the 
ie he heated 





are age neo tear 4 


governor-general in council shall on or 


laws and ; and i : 
teen days the receipt of such report, if parliament shall then be sit- 
ting, or otherwise within fourteen days after the next meeti 
ment, lay such reports before both houses of parliament,” the 
clause came up for discussion, it gave rise to an animated debate, in which 
Sir Robert Se tealiag np ieeats. port, and was sesteined by 
Mr. Cutlar Ferguson, Mr. Buller, and others. The system was patriar- 
ar gh the _— - ag ta se a religious institute, it was alto- 
e€ ifferent est ia it must be approached with 
canteen, the natives were most j tog i 
domestic habits ; their harems 


contended 

and caste were perfectly disti ble from each.other, that it formed 
no part of the religion of the natives of India, either Mohammedan or Hin- 
doo ; and as to its character, Mr. Giant observed, “‘ I have no hesitation 
in saying, that I do not believe that slavery exists anywhere im ® more 
loathsome form than in some of the countries of the East Indies ;” that 
the design of the clause was not to interfere with domestic servitude, but 
only with preedial slavery ; and with regard to the danger to be e- 
hended from its abolition, Mr. Macaulay, then secretary to the India 
board, said, ‘‘ The Board of Control has been in communication with some 
of the most able of the civil servants of the company ; and they all assure 
me, that they do not anticipate any danger from our endeavouring to get 
rid of slavery, if proper caution be used to prevent interference with the 
domestic habits of the people ;” and then, to quiet the fears of ‘the mem- 
ber for the serene. to ‘Oxford, he added, “‘ No danger is to be appre- 
hended from an in ence with the zenanas, as this is prohibited in the 
words, ‘ due regard shall be paid to the laws of marriage :’ those who live 
in the zenanas may be considered as coming under this class, the con- 
nexion in these cases is a quasi marriage.” ‘The first part of the clause, 
as it passed at the third reading of the bill, on the 27th July, was as fol- 
lows :—‘‘ And whereas, it is expedient that slavery should cease through- 
out the said territories; be it enacted, that the said governor-general 
shall, and he is he required forthwith to frame laws and regulations 
for the extinction of slavery, having due regard to the laws of marriage, 
and the rights and authorities of fathers of families.” The latter part of 
the clause stood as before. 

Four days after the second reading of the bill, the Court of Directors 
met in, when the hostility of certain honourable gentlemen ‘to the 
limited measure of emancipation, contemplated in the clause referred to, 
degenerated into violence and misrepresentation, ‘‘ What?!’ said Mr. 
Randle Jackson, “‘ are all the fair inhabitants of the jos, all the 
harems, all the attached attendants of the Sepoy soldiers, all to be de- 
clared free on the same day and the same hour? Are domestic inmates 
to be shown abroad to the world ?” A mere reference to the clause, and 
to the debate which took upon it would have shown the learned 
gentleman that it was framed with a special design to prevent the intru- 
sion which he feared ; and that no period was fixed when freedom should 
be enjoyed by any portion of the servile population of India. 

Although the clause, as it originally stood in the India bill, had been 
shorn of its chief glories in its progress through the Commons, it was 
doomed to undergo further mutilation in the House of Lords. There it 
encountered the opposition of the Duke of Wellington, Lord Ellenberough, 
the Earl of Harrowby, and the Marquis of Salisbury. Lord Ellenborough 
pronounced the clause * useless and unn >” and said that if it 
passed, ‘‘ it would not only excite the indignation of the landed proprie- 
tors, but it would, at the same time, shake the confidence and the allegi- 
ance of the native officers.” The Duke of Wellington said, “‘ Though I 
entertain no doubt whatever that slavery does exist in that country— 
domestic slavery in particular, to a very considerable extent. ...... 
I would recommend the striking of this clause from the bill ..... . 
I know that in the hut of every Musselman soldier in the Indian army, 
there is a female slave, who accompanies him in all his marches; and I 
would recommend your lordships to deat ag Bea this matter if you 
wish to retain your sovereignty in India.” The Earl of H 
the bill ought not to be printed and circulated with the words “ extinction 
of slavery” in it, The Marquis of Salisbury considered slavery in India 
to be ‘‘ nothing more than an affair of caste.” Lord Auckland agreed 
with the noble duke, “ that the subject of slavery ought to be handled 
with tenderness and caution. I »” said the noble lord, ‘‘ inter- 
ference in any thing which is a matter of caste; but then there exists in 
India alsoa most atrocious system of slavery, to which the same considera - 
tion ought not to be extended.” The discussion resulted in the striking 
out of the preamble of the clause which declared it to be expedient that 
slavery should be abolished in British India; and, said the Marquis of 
Lansdowne, ‘ to remove all danger of too rash or rapid an extinction of 
slavery,” it will be made ‘* imperative on the governor-general to send 
home an account of all intended regulations and proceedings on the sub- 
ject wiry Se carrying them into execution.” The clause was then 
altered as follows :—“ And be it further enacted, that the said governor- 
general in council shall, and he is hereby required forthwith, te take into 
consideration the means of mitigating the state of slavery ; and of ame- 
liorating the condition of the slaves, and of extinguishing slavery through - 
out the said territories, so soon as such extinetion shall be practicable and 
safe ; and from time to time to prepare and transmit to the said Court of 
Directors, drafts of laws and regulations for the purposes aforesaid ; and 
that in preparing such drafts, due regard shail be bad to the Jaws of 
marriage, and the rights and authorities of fathers and heads of families ; 
and that such drafts shall forthwith, after ipt thereof, be taken into 
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In commen ‘the alterations which had been made in the ori- | this 
 cheadn thet, ceentienteehiemae, ths late Lord Alta cSaessall, | 10 


ginal that. excellent 
<< T cannot forbear the of my that it has been 
fit to alter the original clause in any way, pecans ye te 
of the ble, The statements which have been made respecting the 
alarm likely to be created throughout India by the retention of the pre- 
amble, are wholly and entirely groundless ; and, I believe, have been put 
forth as a mere bugbear by persons who are opposed to the bill, in order 
to frighten your lordships ‘into its rejection.’ His lordship added, “ I 
cannot but express my — that whenever the sacred cause of slavery. 
is attacked, there should always be found certain noble lords its sure 
ready advocates. Your lordships are sure to be told that the subject must 
be sepenent with the greatest caution, and that there is danger in any 
interference at all. I trust,’ Lord Suffield continued, ‘‘ that I shall be 
among the first to admit at all times, the claims of the noble duke on the 
gratitude of bis countrymen, for his great military exploits; but I must 
be allowed to express my astonishment, that he, by whose exertions the 
despotism of one man was overthrown, should be, on all occasions, the 
advocate of the system of slavery by which the despotism of a thousand 
tyrants is maintained,” In conclusion, his lordship remarked, “ I feel 
myself bound to say a few words with respect to the condition of those 
unfortunate individuals in a state of slavery in the East Indies ; and I must 
observe, in the outset, that I can perceive no distinction between their 
situation and that of the slaves in the West Indies. They are both sub- 
ject to excessive toil, deficiency of food and clothing, cruelty of punish- 
ment, ‘degradation of character, the separation of families by sale, and 
deprivation of property; and they are kept in a state of thé grossest 
immorality by the utter disregard of the sacred ties of marriage. But 
above all, there is observed in the East, as in the West, the striking fact 
of the decrease of the population among the class of agrestic slaves, while 
all the other classes around them increase in number. For this, I refer 
your lordships to the evidence before your committee. The cruelties to 
which the slaves in the East Indies, especially in Malabar, are subject, are 
as great, if not greater, than those inflicted on the slaves in the West 
Yndies. I could mention the case of four slaves, so recently as the year 
1823, having their noses amputated by way of punishment! One of them 
died under the severity of the chastisement; and no step was taken to 
bring the perpetrators of this outrage to justice. This occurred in Mala- 
bar ; and its recital may be- found in the Circuit Report for the second 
session of 1823.” ..... .. ** One word more only as to the pretended 
alarm. I hold in my hand a copy of a petition presented to the House of 
Commons some time ago, signed by four thousand most respectable per- 
sons, Hindoos, Parsees, and Mohammedans; in which, after expressing 
their approbation of the conduct of Sir Alexander Johnstone, in promot- 
ing the abolition of slavery in Ceylon, the petition concludes with these 
expressions :—‘ Illustrious legislators, benefactors of the human race, 
your persevering exertions to abolish the trade of slavery, have spread the 
fame of your humanity over all the world.’ I think this is a sufficient 
a that the natives of India would not be alarmed by the passing of a 
aw for the abolition of slavery ; and I conclude, by repeating the expres- 
sion of my regret that the honest declaration in the preamble of the. origi- 
nal clause is not to be promulgated.” 
We cannot forbear appending to the statements of Lord Suffield ex- 
tracts from an important communication of Mr. J. Vibart, acting crimi- 
nal judge, dated 30th November, 1825, addressed to the secretary to the 
government, in reply to his letter requiring Mr. Vibart’s opinion “as to 
the expediency of abolishing, either totally or in part, the sale of slaves 
throughout the territories under this mgm ® (Bombay). That gen- 
tleman having “‘given the subject every consideration,” and “ instituted 
every inquiry in his power,” observes, ‘‘there exists no valid objection, at 
icast in this part of the country, to the practice being entirely abolished.” 
Mr. Vibart then states his persuasion that ‘‘ the total abolition of the prac- 
tice would be very acceptable to the higher and respectable class of Hin- 
-doos ;”for, he adds, “‘ one of their chief objections to the practice, and which 
most forcibly tends to make them wish for its abolition is, that by it a 
great number of HinJoo children of all castes are sold as slaves to Mo- 
hamedans, and, consequently,are brought up in the Mohamedan faith,” 
And he further ands, ‘ I do not apprehend that the Mohamedans, amongst 
whom the practice is most prevalent, would offer any great objection to 
its being abolished: and, even if they did, I humbly venture to think 
they would not be deserving of any great consideration, since almost all 
the children sold as slaves, are born of Hindoo parents ; and considering 
also the small proportion the Mohamedans bear to the Hindoos, who, I 
have observed before, are in favour of abolition” (Par. Pap. 138, 1839, 
p- 449). Even the commissioner in the Deccan, Mr. Chaplin, admits that 
though “‘ the want of slave-girls would be a great inconvenience in the 
families of Mohamedans of rank, who always employ a number for house- 
hold p ; both in the case of Kunchenies, (dancing women), and 
in the domestic slavery of the Mohamedans, the inconvenience that may 
be sustained by the abolition of the practice of buying and selling slaves 
would soon remedy itself, as the demand for service would, probably, soon 
be supplied by free competition, as it is in all other com 
435). 
“és On ns 24th August, the Lords amendments or rather their alterations, 
were agreed to by the House of Commons, and on the 28th the bill for 
the better government of India received the royal assent ; but instead of 
the clause for the absolute “ extinction of slavery,” and the cessation of 
‘‘ all rights over any persons,” on the 12th of April, 1837, another was 
framed, which bound up the hands of the governments in India, and de- 
prived them of the power which they previously possessed. The supreme 
government was reduced to a mere council of state, whose only function 


was the drafting of laws and regulations, to be submitted to the Court of 
Direetors in nhall-street; who, in their turn, were merely 
called upon to report to both houses of parliament such drafts and regu- 


lations, and their own resolutions thereon ! 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

We now proceed to show the steps taken by the company, to carry the 
clause, peg it was, into effect. Sintec months sate] allowed to 
elapse, after the India bill had become law, before the court of Directors 
transmitted their instructions respecting slavery to the governor-general. 
From the public letter which contained them, we make the flowing x: 
tracts, which will show how far they were inclined to go in the n 
of slavery, and the utter hoplessness of expecting their co-operation in 
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ities.” (Ibid | 
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“Para. 71. Among the to w your legislative delibe 
are earliest to be directed, ther oe ee Se ae 
verted, that of the mitigation of the state of slavery, with a view 
extinction at the first safe period. The 88th clause of the act conta 
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2. This subject in is one of great del : iring to be. 
treated with the srasash ees se _ther are certain _ of restraint 
required, according to native ideas, for the government 
forming, a ing both to law Kooy Hpadh. oty of the righ 
heads of families, Musselman and Hindoo, which are not to 2 
under the title, slavery, In legislating, therefore, on slavery, iy nol 
be easy to define the term precisely, it is n that the state to w 
ier measures are meant to apply should be described with due care, 

e think also that your remedial measures should generally begin with 
the cases of the greatest hardship.” : 

** 73. Of the two kinds of slavery, preedial and domestic, there is not 
a great deal of the former. It exists mostly op the coast, 
the new territories on our north-east frontier, and there, it would appear, 
the cases of the greatest hardship are found, though the vague in 
we possess on the subject leaves the state of theevil in no small uncer- 
tainty. Domestic slavery in India is generally mild. The origin of 9 
great part of it is im seasons of scarcity, when a parent who is unable ta 
maintain his child sells him to some person of ample means, To dissolve 
such a connexion by forcible means would in general be to inflict an 
injury on the emancipated individual, The means of escape where the 
colour, features, and shape of the slave are not distinguished from those of 
other classes, and in a country of vast extent, facilitating distant removal, 
are so easy, that the treatment of a slave cannot be worse than that of an 
ordinary servant, without giving bim an adequate motive to abscond ; and 
the market value is so small that it is seldom worth while to be at the 
trouble of sending after him.” 

“74. .We think that the law should be made as severe against injuries 
done to a slave, as if they were done to any other person, and his access 
to the judge, for the purpose of preferring a complaint, should be facili- 
tated to the utmost.” 

“75. With respect to cases for emancipation, it appears to us evident 
that the desire for it, on the part of the slave, should always be previously 
ascertained. The declaration of the desire should be made to the judge, 
and access to him, for that purpose, ought to be equally facilitated. 
next question will be, what means should be adopted for his emanei; ? 
Compensation will be due to the owner, but that will seldom be a 
charge. The business however, in all its parts, should be regulated by 
precise rules, into the detail of which we shall not enter ; and every case 
of emancipation should be a judicial proceeding, investigated and decided 
by the judge.” (Ibid. p, 22.) : 

We need scarcely point out to the intelligent reader that whilst instruc. 
tions such as these can never accomplish even the limited objects com- 
templated by the British legislature, they are admirably, if not studiously 
framed to contravene them. To the emancipation of any slave, legally or 
illegally held in bondage, three things are required. 1. That “the desire 
for it on the part of the slave, should always be previously 
How, when, where, by whom is this to be ascertained?) 2. Theat 
‘every case for emancipation should be a judicial proceeding, in+ 
vestigated and decided by the judge. Who is to pay the expense attend. 
ant on such legal process ? On whom will the burden of proof be thrown ? 

How will the slave gain access to the courts? 3. That ‘ compensa. 
tion” should be given to the owner! Who will have to pay this—the 
poor slave or the Company? We will not trust ourselves to comment 
on these instructions, nor on the apology which the Court of Directors 
offer for the mode in which domestic slavery is kept up; but we would 
respectfully, yet firmly, tell the members who compose it, that they cannot 
be allowed to remain the arbiters of the fate of the slave population in 
— India, nor to staid much longer between them and their undoubted 
rights. 

On the 3]st of August, 1835, the communication of the Court of Diree- 
tors was acknowledged by the governor-general, in the following terms 2 
“The delicate question of slavery in India will shortly be referred tothe 
consideration of the Law Commission ; at present it is only necessary to — 
communicate our cordial agreement in the just, enlightened, and mede- 
rate views entertained by your honourable court upon this subject, as exe 
pressed in these paragraphs.” (Ibid, p. 30). Two years now been | 
suffered to elapse, and not a single step had been taken to carry the ine 
tentions of parliament into effect, ajthough the governor-general in. 
council was required “forthwith to take into consideration the means of 
mitigating the state of slavery, and of ameliorating the condition of the 
slaves, and of extinguishing slavery throughout the said territories, so 
soon as such extinction should be practicable and safe.” 


SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDINGS IN ENGLAND. 


Impatient of the delay which had taken place, Mr, (now Sir Fowel 
Buxton, on the 29th of July, 1836, called the attention of the House 
Commons to the subject, when Sir John Cam Hobhouse the president of 
the Board of Con , concluded an explanatory speech on the state of the 
uestion, by “ying I shall certainly draw the attention of the Court of 
irectors to the that, no law or regulation for the amelioration of 
the state of the slaves there, has been transmitted as yet to the home 
government. I repeat that there shall be nothing wanting, on my part, 
to carry into effect what, no doubt, was the intention of the ure.” 
A correspondence thereupon took place between him and the chairman, 
and deputy-chairman of the East India Com Bys which added nothing tc 
the amount of information already famed and which promised nothing — 
for the future. (Ibid, p. 36). a ae ee 
In 1837, Sir Fowell Buxton renewed his inquirjes, when Sir John 
Hobhouse said :—“ 1 beg to state that I will take an early opportunity to — 
Steet cities cor gads Goatees yer ter, with the view 
ascertaining whether any plans have been yet framed in India for th 
amelioration of the condition of the slaves there’; and I can assure mj 
honourable friend that the Board of Control will direct its best attent 
to the subje 2? 3 ; ate ig BE 9 See 
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jue: of Mr. Ewart’s, the president of the India board stated: “ There 
@ commission sitting in Fadia pon the subject of slavery, and as 
soon as its labours should be cc ed, a report would be forwarded to 
‘this ” We pay Sir J. C. Hobhouse meant that the =~ 
been referred to w commission to report , not thata 
special commission had been appointed for the purpose of investigating it. 
1840 passed without the production of such report, or any communication 
being made to the legislature of the progress made in carrying the law of 
It may appear extraordinary to some that the anti-slavery societies of 
this country should have failed, under the foregoing circumstances, to 
have grappled with the subject, and, with their usual energy and perse- 
verance, have sought its overthrow ; but, the fact is, the impression gene- 
rally prevailed that slavery in British India had been actually abolished 
on the renewal of the East India charter :—added to this, it was not 
until 1838 that their exertions against slavery in the West Indies were 
crowned with success by the abolition of the apprenticeship system, The 
time has now, however, fully come, when they dare not confine their 
ee attention to private solicitations, but must openly take the field against the 
EY great iniquity, nor allow any considerations of policy to interfere with the 
3 great duty they owe to-humanity and religion. The right honour- 
able Dr. Lushington, not less in compliance with the earnest wish of the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, than prompted 
by his well-known principles, and generous self-devotion to the cause of 
the suffering and degraded slave, has given notice of his determination to 
bring on the subject for discussion, as soon as the papers recently sent 
home from India are printed. In the mean time, every Anti-slavery So- 
ciety throughout the country must do its wag d by the circulation of infor? 



































ae mation on the subject, by petitions to both houses of the legislature for 
Dai its immediate and entire abolition, by addresses to their representatives 
er in parliament, and by such other legitimate means as may, under the 
oe | divine blessing, accomplish their object speedily and effectually. To Dr- 
a ‘Lushington we sincerely trust is reserved the high satisfaction, before the 
ay close of his useful and honourable career in the Commons House of Par- 


liament, to secure the liberty of every slave in every part of the British 
empire ; and to obtain the fiat of the imperial legislature, that all its 
territories and dependencies, like the mother country itself, shall hence- 
forth be the asylum and home only of the free ! 


No, V1. 
SLAVERY IN CEYLON. 

The number of slaves in this colony — to 1806 cannot be ascer- 
tained from official documents, though they are believed to have formed-a- 
numerous body. The domestic and field slaves are usually classed under 
the denomination of Covias, Nalluas, and Pallas. 

On the 14th of August, 1806, General Maitland passed a regulation 
by which all slaves, not duly registered within four months from that 

iod, were declared free. On the 27th of May, 1808, seventeen months 
after, it having been found that the regulation had not been generally com- 
plied with, the term for registration was extended for'a period of six 





months longer, viz., to the 27th of November, 1808. This lation was 
neglected also; but the penalty of forfeiture consequent thereon was 
never exacted. 


On the 10th of July, 1816, Sir Alexander Johnstone, then chief justice 
of Ceylon, recommended to its inhabitants; the holders of slaves, to de- 
clare all the children born of slaves from and after the 12th of August, 
1816, being the Prince Regent’s (afterwards George the IV.) birth-day, 
free, and ions to this effect were made by the Dutch inhabitants 
and B , Cingalese, Malabars, Moors, and a variety of other persons 
interested in slave property. 

On the 5th of August, 1818, Sir Robert Brownrigg issued a regulation 
for securing to certain children, emancipated by the proprietors, the full 
benefit of such proprietor’s intentions; and for establishing an efficient 
registry of all slaves, and abolishing the joint tenure of property in the 
same. “The period allowed for making the registry was within three 
months from the date of this regulation,” viz. to the 5th of November, 
1818. Penalty for non-registration, forfeiture of slave or slaves and their 
children, who shall be and are declared absolutely free.” 

In a despatch from Lord Bathurst, dated 20th of June, 1817, in which 
his lordship recommended the et registration, he says, ‘ the 
more rigidly its provisions are enforced, the more will it meet my cordial 








concurrence.” ; 
The number of slaves in Jaffnapatam and Trincomalee at this period was 
estimated as follows, viz. 
Domestics . . é . ‘ 2,000 
Covia, Nallua, and Palla slaves . ‘ - 20,000 
In all . 22,000 





« 
From the passing of the foregoing regulation to the 10th of May, 1821, 
a period of shausty three years, we have no report of the jrigteen of the 

- measures contemplated by it. 
On the 10th of May, 1821, Sir Edward Barnes informs Lord Bathurst 
of the of a regulation for the gradual emancipation of all female 
- ehildren of the Covia, Nallua, and Palla castes, by the purchase of their 
uy A er’s interest in such female slave child at the period of her birth. 
The date of the regulation was the 17th of April, 1821, and its enact- 
ments were to take effect from the 24th of April, 1821, the time of his 
Majesty’s (George the Third) birth-day. ‘‘ The price to be paid was the 
sum of. three rix dollars if the mother is of the Covia caste, and the sum 


of two rix dollars if she be of the Nallua or Palla caste. The number of 
3 wn up females of these castes was reckoned at that period to be 9000. 
y Pasian number of births of female children estimated at 2500.” The 


lonel Colebrooke, one of his Majesty’s commissioners of 
the administration of the government of Ceylon, dated 24th 
is reason to infer some of the 
slaves, who, in the revolutions of the 


( ir own subsistence, and were see 
servile castes, deriving their subsistence from 


result of all these measures be seen in an extract of a report from 











yer, 1831, viz. ‘There 
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slaves in the district of Jaffua, according to the returns of 1824, was 
15,350. The number of domestic slaves throu the maritime pro- 


vinces does not exceed 1000, and they are chiefly the pro of the 
Dutch inhabitants and their descendants, who, in 1816, agreed to enfran- 
chise the children born of titem after that date.” ‘‘The slaves of the 
Malabar districts were first regi: in 1806, and in 1818 provision was 
made for annulling all joint ownership of slaves, and for enabling all 
slaves to redeem their freedom by purchase. 

“ To lead to the abolition of slavery, a regulation was passed in 1821, 
for the emancipation of all female slave children by purchase at their 
birth, the government engaging to pay to their owners the sum of two 
or three rix dollars, according to the caste of the mother.” “The number 
of children who have been istered as free by the subscribers to the 
address to the Prince Regent in 1816, is nipety-six : fifty male and 46 
female children. The number of female children who in 1829 had been 
purchased by the government under the re rage of 1821, was 2211; 
and the number of slaves who had purchased their freedom under the re- 
gulation of 1818, either by labour on public works or otherwise, was 504 ;. 
or males 200, females 171, and children 133, 

‘* By the provisions of this law, the value of the slave is determined b 
arbitrators ; and it may be objected to the regulation of 1821, that the 
government should have fixed the sum to be paid for each female child, 
with reference to caste, and at so low a rate as three rix dollars (or 4s, 6d.) 
for the highest, which sum the owner was bound to accept. It would be 
more just that, asin the case of adult slaves purchasing their freedom, 
arbitrators should be appointed to determine the rate. 

“ Latterly the Malabar slaves have not come forward in any numbers to 
redeem their freedom by purchase, but many children have been enfran- 
chised under the regulation. 

“These laws are objected to by the Malabar proprietors, who have 
complained of the compulsory manumission of their slaves ; but as the 
okeat extinction of slavery in Ceylon may be accomplished with so little 
sacrifice, the regulations of 1818 and 182i, with some modifications, should 
be maintained, and their operation extended to the Kandyan provinces, 
where personal slavery, to a limited extent, also prevails” (Par. Pap. 
138, 1839, pp. 597, 598.) 

From the foregoing report, it appears that. the Kandyan provinces were 
excepted from the regulations of 1818 and 1821, though that fact does not 
appear in the regulations themselves. 

rom 1831 to 1837, a period of six years, we have no information on 
the subject of slavery in seal when we find it thus referred to in an 
extract from a despatch of Lord Glenelg’s to the Right Honourable J. 
Stewart Mackenzie, dated Downing Street, 2nd of October, 1887. ‘‘I 
regret to think that the evil of slavery still exists in the island, though it 
be only to a comparatively small extent. The number of slaves is stated 
to be 27,897; they — reside in the*Malabar districts. A regulation 
of government was passed in 1818, to enable them to redeem their freedom 
by purchase ; and a second regulation in 1821, for the emancipation of alk 
female children by purchase at their birth; the value of the slave is 
determined, under the former law, by arbitrators, but the latter awards the 
price of the female children with reference to caste, the highest rate being 
fixed. at three rix dollars (or 4s. 6d:). Colonel Colebrooke did not con- 
sider this to be an equitable mode of adjustment, and has recommended in 
his report that arbitrators should be appointed to determine the rate, as in 
the case of adult slaves purchasing their freedom” (Ibid. p. 598). 
It was during the foregoing period that Sir R. W. Horton, Bart. was 
governor, a man from whom little was to be expected in promoting the 
abolition of slavery, until, urged by Justice Jeremie, he passed a regu- 
lation for the “‘ triennial verifications of the registers,” in September, 1837, 
in which provision was also made for registering all the Kandyan slaves. 
On that occasion he made a characteristic speech to the council (Ibid. 

° 600 . * 

: The regulations respecting registration were but coldly received by 
Lord Glenelg, who appears to have adopted Sir R. W. Horton’s opinion, 
‘that, slavery having become little more than a nominal relation, there 
may be policy in permitting it to expire silently.” It would appear 
that the law for the triennial verification of the slave registries is a dead 
letter. Sir R. W. Horton, who sed it on the suggestion of Mr. 
Jeremie, refused to act upon it (Ibid. pp. 599, 612). 

It is quite evident that, if the regulation (1806) of General Maitland had 
been strictly enforced, slavery would have ceased long ago in Ceylon ; 
and the same may be said also of the regulations of 1818 and 1821 ; the fact 
is, these provisions have been allowed to become inoperative, and slavery 
exists even more extensively now in that colony than in 1816, when 763 
slave proprietors to manumit all the children born of their slaves 
from the 12th of August of that year. 





Stavers CaprurED.—We learn, by the arrival of the British brig 
of war, Wasp, at this port, on Monday last, fifty days from Sierra Leone, 
that twelve prizes, slavers, belonging to different nations, then lay in that 
port, having been captured by British vessels. It does not say whether 
any of them were American vessels or not. We presume that some of 
them, at least, sailed under the American flag. By the arrival also of 
the ship Grotius, at Boston, last from St. Helena, we also learn that 
seven vessels had arrived at that island, (prizes), having been captured by 
British cruizers, with 700 slaves. Verily, these slavers intended to drive 
a large business of barbarism, but they have been nicely defeated, and 
doubtless resulted in a great losing concern. Why is it that American 
ships of war never capture a slaver? It looks very suspicious. Who can 
answer why ?—Colored American. 


BREMEN anp Hampurou Stavers.—We are credibly informed 

that the slavers taken the other day under the flags of the above-named 

free cities, belong to a Portuguese house established in Hamburgh, Lis- 

bon, several parts of Brazil, and even in this country ; which, to facilitate 

its nefarious commerce, has taken in Brazilian, Ham ese, and Bremen 

“sige using the flags of all these nations at different times, as may 
t suit their purpose. 
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